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The EV 1202 Ref. - Compact. Powerful. Musical

The EV 1202 Ref was designed to deliver wide dynamic headroom, precise time-domain behavior, and
outstanding directivity control — even in reflective rooms. The CTA-2034-A data confirms this:

Compact floorstanding loudspeakers force a compromise: between dynamics and footprint, neutrality and
room-friendliness, speed and musicality. The EV 1202 Ref was built to end that trade-off. It delivers
reference-grade performance in real-world spaces. Its precisely controlled dispersion, ultra-smooth
impedance behavior, and time-aligned design allow it to disappear acoustically, while revealing the full
emotional detail of music. Whether you’re building a no-compromise two-channel system or a living room
setup that needs to perform without DSP or treatment, the 1202 Ref solves the core challenge of high-end
audio: truthful sound in a real environment. It’s built for music lovers who demand both engineering
clarity and effortless beauty.

Key Features:

. Custom ScanSpeak Drivers — The 5.5” mid-woofer uses a sliced-paper cone to control
resonance and maintain absolute clarity in the midrange and bass.

. Time-Aligned Crossover Network — Designed to push phase shifts outside the crossover
spectrum, ensuring a seamless transition between drivers.

o Resonance-Controlled Cabinet — Precision-machined and internally damped for maximum
neutrality —what you hear is the music, not the speaker.

. Expansive Soundstage — The EV 1202 Ref. delivers a holographic listening experience, with
pinpoint imaging and a wide, immersive presentation.

This is a true reference speaker, offering the purity, accuracy, and musicality that define the Credo
sound.

« Tweeter: 1" Coated textile, neodymium magnet, symmetrical
drive motor

« Mid-Woofer: 2x 5.5 sliced paper cone, large ferrite magnet
symmetrical-drive

« Tuning: Bass reflex (back)

« Crossover: 2-way proprietary filter-design

« Frequency response: 42 Hz - 20 kHz, +/- 2.5dB

« Roll-off: -3dB 42Hz, -6dB 32 Hz, -10 dB 28 Hz

« Voltage sensitivity: 85.5 dB @ 2.83V @ 1m

« Nominal 4-ohm load, with a minimum of 2.1 ohms at 39 Hz and
an EPDR of 1.6 ohms at 44 Hz

. Recommended amplifier: Medium room 100W RMS @ 4 Q

« Weight: 20 kg p.p. without packing

« Size: (HxDxW):128.4cm x 22 cm x 18 cm

- Hand-crafted by Credo Audio Switzerland
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The frequency response of the EV 1202 Ref was captured under quasi-anechoic conditions, following the
guidelines set by the AES/CTA-2034-A standard. Measurements were taken at a distance of 1 meter,
carefully chosen to ensure that all drivers operate in the far field, where their outputs combine as intended —
coherently, cleanly, and without interference.

We applied 1/6 octave smoothing to reflect not just technical precision, but also the way sound is truly
perceived in a well-designed listening space. At Credo, we don’t just tune our speakers by ear—we validate
our design choices through one of the most demanding measurement standards in the industry: ANSI/
CTA-2034-A. This standard provides a comprehensive acoustic fingerprint of a loudspeaker, not just from
one angle, but from 70 different positions—just like real sound behaves in a real room.

Why do we publish this? Because we want you to know exactly what you’re getting.
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The on-axis response of the EV 1202 Ref is smooth, neutral, and tonally balanced, with careful voicing
decisions that reflect real-world listening conditions. This gentle downward tilt is intentional, mirroring the
natural “room gain compensation” that occurs in most domestic spaces. The result is a clear, yet relaxed
presentation, without artificial brightness or midrange emphasis.

The absence of a sharp ~2-4 kHz presence peak (common in many 2-ways) improves long-term listening
comfort, while preserving intelligibility and vocal clarity. A balanced voicing that avoids fatigue.

The Early Reflections curve, simulating wall, floor, and ceiling bounce paths, is equally refined. With a
smooth -2.35 dB per decade spectral tilt and minimal deviation across the 250 Hz to 16 kHz band, this
speaker maintains its composure even in untreated rooms.

The Predicted In-Room (PIR) response follows the preferred target curve almost perfectly. A smooth
downward tilt of —2.39 dB per decade from midrange to treble, with only 5.8 dB of variation across the
band. This is not an average result; it is exceptional.

The result? A listening experience that feels grounded, full-bodied, and authentic. The EV 1202 Ref sounds
natural at any volume and in a wide range of placements. Without DSP correction.

The Directivity Index (DI), both in early reflections and sound power, is smooth and rising, exactly as
desired. This indicates the EV 1202 Ref maintains consistent tonality across all angles, with no sudden
changes in beam-width or polar anomalies.

The speaker’s sound power characteristics show that it radiates energy evenly across the room, without
exaggerated bloom or collapse in any frequency band. This is the foundation for both imaging precision and
spatial realism.

There are no off-axis anomalies that would color the sound — no upper midrange dips from baffle step
transitions, and no excessive energy from tweeter beaming. This ensures that reflected energy blends
naturally with direct sound, preserving tonal integrity and enhancing immersion.

The CTA-2034 measurements validate what Credo listeners have long described: a speaker that simply

“disappears” into the room. The EV 1202 Ref plays the long game: truthful voicing, graceful dispersion, and
unwavering musicality.

Its performance is not only competitive — it’s quietly superior, especially in real-world, living-room
conditions where room interaction defines experience.
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Impedance and Amplifier Compatibility. The EV 1202 Ref presents a moderate and amplifier-friendly
electrical load. While the nominal impedance is 4 Ohms with a minimum of 2.1 Ohms below the usable
acoustic range, the real strength lies in its exceptionally smooth and consistent impedance and phase
behavior across the entire audio band.

Unlike speakers with sharp impedance peaks or erratic phase angle, which can cause current demand to
spike unpredictably and destabilize amplifiers, the EV 1202 Ref avoids such stress. This allows amplifiers to
perform closer to their optimal operating conditions, with lower distortion and greater control.

Voltage sensitivity is 85.3 dB (2.83 V / 1 m). For full dynamic range in typical living- rooms, we recommend
an amplifier rated at 100 watts per channel into 4 Ohms. Full scale at 250 watts stable to 2.5 Ohms. Smaller
amplifiers (=60 W) are sufficient for small rooms and listening at modest SPL.

Horizontal Directivity

The EV 1202 Ref exhibits exceptionally wide and well-controlled horizontal dispersion. From 100 Hz to 4
kHz, energy is evenly distributed across +60°, ensuring consistent tonal balance even for off-axis listeners.
The treble narrows smoothly above 10 kHz, free of beaming or lobing — a clear sign of refined crossover
and driver behavior.

This precise and symmetrical directivity supports stable imaging, spacious sound, and natural integration
into real rooms — even without acoustic treatment. The EV 1202 Ref delivers true high-fidelity performance
beyond the sweet spot.

Directivity (hor)

Step Response and Timing

The EV 1202 Ref exhibits a lightning-fast, phase-consistent step response. The tweeter initiates with a
clean, positive transient, blending smoothly into the midwoofer’s response. This confirms precise time
alignment, phase-consistent crossover integration, and optimized acoustic centers.

What does this mean in practice?
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Music snaps into focus. Transients hit with authority, then disappear without blur. Percussion sounds like it
was played in front of you. Imaging locks in with near-visual precision. Silence between notes feels deeper.
The timing just feels... right.

Time Domain - Clarity

The EV 1202 Ref’'s cumulative spectral decay is razor-clean — it lets go of sound faster than most speakers
even manage to articulate it.

No overhang, no stored energy. No cabinet or crossover resonances. Lightning-fast decay across the entire
range. The mid-to-tweeter handoff is seamless, and the highs decay in under a millisecond. as clean as
top-tier studio monitors.

This is what timing sounds like when it’s done right.
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